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THE MAILINO DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^^^^^ , ^. „ 

: „ r.r,:^ri — - - - - - "^^^ "n: ;,:: 

■ earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status • 

1 ) K Responsive to communication(s) filed on JuHh ^uui 



2b) K This action is non-final. 



Disposition of Claims 

4)K Claim(s) 36:75_ 



4a) Of the above, claim(s) 36-73 

5) D Claim(s) . . 

6) 0 Claim(s)___ 

?)□ Claim(s) 

8)0 Claims 



is/are pending in the application, 
is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 



Application Papers 

9)0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 



is/are objected to by the Examiner, 



10) D The drawing(s) filed on - ,,3pp,oved. 

11) K The proposed drawing correction filed on Auq 23, ivui 

1 2) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 or; 1 1 q r 6 1l9(a)-(d). 

13) D Acknowledger^ent is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 

a)D All b)D Some* c)D None of: 

1 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2 □ certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application - - 

.S« ... a,«c..°d°r« 0«c. aeon ,0, a « 0, ,he ce.me. ™ ' 
UlD Acknov.led9.mem is made of a claim for domestic priority urrde, 35 U.S.C. 119lel. 



Attachment(s) 

1 5) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

16) □ Notice of Drattspe«on'8 Patent Drawing Review (PT0.948) 
,71 □ Infonnation Disclosure Statemem(s) (PTO-mS) Paper No|s). 

U S Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-326 (Rev. 9-00) 



18) D Interview Summaiv (PTa413) Paper No(s). 

1 9) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO- 152) 

20) □ Other: 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 16 
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Application/Control Number: 09/406,531 



Art Unit: 3632 



This is the third office action 
in response to Amendment C filed on July 1 1 , 2001 



Office Action 

ion for serial number 09/406,531, entitled Configurable Mount, 



Drawings 

The proposed drawing oor.c.io„ a„d/„r the proposed substitut. sheets of drawings, fled 
on August 23. 20D1 have been disapproved because they introduce new matter into the drawings. 
37 CFR U2Ua)(6) states that no amendment may in,r«luce new matter into the disclosure of an 
application. The original disclosure does not supportthe showing of e.e.emts 434. 414, and 444 
found in newly submitted figures 20-23. 

Election/Restriction 

Claims 37-40. 44-49, 52-and 55-62 were withdrawn ftom &rther consideration pursuant 
,0 37 CFR 1 .142(b) as being drawn to a none.ected , there being no allowable generic or linking 
claim. Election was made without traverse in Paper No. 9 . 

Amended claims 36, 50, 63, 67 and newly submitted claims 72-73 are directed to an 
i„ve„tion.hat is .ndependentor distinct from the invention originally claimed for the following 

^n,. TT,e claims have been amended to include the limitation "a plurality of attachment 
components adapted to be assembled into a plurality of attachment means each of a different 
configuration for attaching said shaft holder to the strface at least one of said attachment means 
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comprising the assembly of less than all of said plurality of attachment components » The 
applicant has attempted to make claims 36, 50, 63, and 67 generic by adding this limitation to the 
claimed language but, the examiner believes the applicant has narrowed the claim language to 
include all of the species except for the species II, which applicant elected in paper no. 9. The 
applicant has claimed that "the assembly of less than all of said plurality of attachment 
components." Th. examiner has interpreted the added limitation to mean that at least one element 
(such as a threaded member (58 or 52) or a clamp plate (50)) would not be included in the 
attachment means or attachment component. Therefore, the applicant has eliminated the species 
II originally elected since the attachment means/components has to include all of the elements of 
the species as shown in figures 2, 3, lOA-lOB, 1 1 A-1 IB, 12A-12C or the claims are directed to a 
new species that has not been elected. 

Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally presented invention, 
this invention has been constructively elected by original presentation for prosecution on the 
merits. Accordingly, claims 36, 41-43, 50, 51, 53, 54, 63-73 are withdrawn from consideration as 
being directed to a non-elected invention. See 37 CFR 1.142(b) and MPEP § 821.03. 

Applicant argues that all of the independent claims (36, 50, 63, 67, and 72) are generic. 
The examiner would like to point out that for the reasons discussed above the claims are directed 
toward a non-elected species only and therefore can not be generic. In addition, claims 50 and 67 
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Art Unit: 3632 

can not be generic, since Species III ( figure 8) does not include a first member having a flange or 
a second member having a flange. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Kimberly Wood whose telephone number is (703) 308-0539. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 7:30 AM to 5:00 PM, Any inquiry of a 
general nature or relating to the status of this application should be directed to the Group 
receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-2168. The fax numbers for filing formal papers 
to the Group receptionist are (703) 305-3597. 



Conclusion 



Kimberly Wood 
October 9, 2001 




